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SSB 5219 - H COwW AMD
By Commttee on Local Government & Housing

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) Afocus group is established to exam ne
the need to provide housing for individuals at risk of being honel ess

including, but not |[imted to, those suffering from nental illness,
those with crimnal backgrounds, and those who have chem cal or al cohol
dependency i ssues. The focus group shall review and nake

recommendat i ons regar di ng:

(a) ldentification and renoval of Dbarriers to finding and
mai ntai ning affordable housing for individuals at risk of being
honel ess;

(b) Existing prograns that provide housing assistance to at-risk
popul ati ons and advi sabl e nmet hods of providi ng housing assistance in
the future;

(c) Methods to encourage private |andlords to provide housing to
at-ri sk popul ati ons;

(d) Statutory changes to the residential |andlord-tenant act; and

(e) Quality controls to ensure housing standards for at-risk
t enant s.

(2) The focus group shall invite participation from

(a) Legislative nenbers fromrelated commttees in the senate and
t he house of representatives;

(b) State agencies or entities that deal with at-risk popul ati ons,
i ncl uding the departnment of corrections, the departnent of conmunity,
trade, and econoni c devel opnent, the departnent of social and health
services, the departnent of veterans affairs, the office of civil |egal
aid, and the interagency council on honel essness;

(c) Counti es;

(d) CGties;

(e) Crine victins;
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(f) Community corrections officers;

(g) Multifam Iy housing and | andl ord associ ati ons;

(h) Tenant associations or organi zati ons advocating on behal f of
tenants and t he honel ess;

(1) Local |aw enforcenent; and

(j) Oher interested groups as appropriate.

(3) The focus group shall present a report of its findings and
recommendations to the governor and the appropriate commttees of the
| egi slature, including any proposed | egislation, by Novenber 15, 2009.

(4)(a) The focus group is authorized to use legislative facilities,
and staff support nust be provided by senate commttee services and t he
house of representatives office of programresearch

(b) Nonl egi sl ative nenbers of the focus group shall serve w thout
conpensati on.

(c) Legislative nmenbers of the focus group may not be reinbursed
for travel expenses in accordance with RCW 44.04. 120 for participation
in the focus group.

(5) This section expires Decenber 1, 2009."

Correct the title.

EFFECT: Adds that the focus group nmust invite participation from
the office of civil |egal aid.

~-- END ---
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